


 

                  

From Cowpen Creek – Jess, Julie &  Billy Frank Brown 

 

 

 

From the early 1800’s, oxen were very vital to the  
settlers in the South. Loggers & farmers used oxen to 
clear land and pull virgin yeller pine logs to river 
streams to float to log mills at Moss Point, MS. 
 

In those years ship masts ranging in size from 70 to 
100 ft in length and square timbers were floated down 
river for overseas shipments. 
 

Pictured is Sebron Ladner of Pearl County MS, (Great 
Grandfather of Jess Brown) with his oxen in 1920. 
The ox lot has 25 yoke of oxen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PCRBA Breeders’ Auction 2007-2008. The date of the 2007-2008 PCRBA Breeder’s auction has been 
scheduled to coincide with the PCRBA Annual Meeting held on the first weekend in April (April 5,, 2008).  
The location will be at the Magnolia Center in Laurel, Mississippi   Breeders interested in selling or buying 
stock should contact Justin Pitts or consult the PCRBA website for updates in the next months.  Final details 
will also be announced in the newsletter. 
 

Membership.  Remember that your membership fee for 2008, $25.00/year, is due January 1, 2008.  New 
members and members whose address, phone number, etc. have changed can fill out the form on page 6 of this 
issue.  Please send to Julie Brown, PCRBA Secretary. 
 
Website.  Bill Fritz is continually updating the webpage (www.pcrba.org) with current focus on entering 
names and information for this year’s officers and members.  Please take a few minutes to look over the pages 
and let Bill know of corrections and ideas you have for bettering the site.  Remember that you can now 
advertise Pineywoods for sale on the website.  There are also a number of new pages on the family lines. 
 

Registration.   Please start to register your herd as you can.  New calves are a good place to start. Fill out your 
registration and mail to Phil Sponenberg at the address on the registration form included on page 6.  
Registration is a major step to preserving the breed. 
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MINUTES OF THE  

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE  

PINEYWOODS CATTLE REGISTRY & BREEDERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 

April 21, 2007 

Fred Diamond Farm Saucier, Mississippi 

 
Annual Meeting was opened by Jess Brown, Acting President of the Association. 
 

The Fred Diamond Family was thanked for their willingness to host the meeting, for the good food and for 
their hospitality. 
 

Justin Pitts, Acting Treasurer,  said that the Association had $1,700 to 1,800 in the treasury. 
 

David James, Secretary read the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held at the farm of Virgil and Maxine Berry 
near New Hebron, Mississippi on Saturday, April 22, 2006.  Motion by Justin Pitts to accept minutes as read  

seconded by Fred Diamond.  Motion passed. 
 
Linda Jarrell presented a report on the Pineywoods Cattle/ Gulf Coast Sheep sale that was held at Laurel, 

Mississippi in November of 2006. 
 

Discussion was held concerning holding the next Pineywoods Cattle Sale in the Spring of 2008.  The decision 

was made to hold it on the third Saturday in April, possibly in Hattiesburg.  The sale would primarily offer 
herd bulls, heifers and pairs.  Justin Pitts was selected to put the sale together. 
 

The 2008 Annual Meeting will be held on Friday night before the sale. 
 

Justin Pitts said the Board of Directors met just prior to the 2007 Annual Meeting and some concerns over the 
purity of some cattle was expressed.  Justin said that the herd book was closed.  Any future cattle of unknown 
origin that are submitted for registration will be subject to DNA testing.  Justin said that Dr. Sponenberg had 
made arrangements for said testing to be done at no cost to Association members. 
 

Justin Pitts made motion with a second by Fred Diamond to accept the resignation of David James as 

Secretary of the Association.  Motion carried. 
 

Nominations were opened for the office of President.  Justin Pitts nominated Jess Brown and moved that 

nominations be closed.  Billy Frank Brown seconded.  Jess Brown was elected President with said term to 
expire in 2009. 
 

Mary McPherson was nominated for Vice President with a motion to close nominations by Bruce Conway.  
Seconded by Billy Frank Brown.  Mary McPherson was elected Vice President with said term to expire in 
2009. 
 

Justin Pitts was nominated to a term on the Board of Directors and was subsequently elected to a term that 
expires in 2010. 
 

Julie Brown was nominated as Secretary by Justin Pitts who moved that nominations be closed.  Seconded by 

Mitchel Amason.  Julie Brown was elected to complete the term of Secretary that was vacated by David 
James.  Said term is to expire in the year 2011. 
 

Justin Pitts said that the Secretary and Treasurers positions should be combined and said that Julie Brown 
would be taking over as Treasurer.  David James reminded those at the meeting that when the Association 
Charter was filed, the Bylaws stated the position would be Secretary-Treasurer.  David Ozborn and perhaps 

others wanted the position split.  Upon the required notice to membership prior to such vote being held, the 
question was put before the membership and the proposed amendment to the Bylaws was passed.  David 
Ozborn was elected Treasurer.  David James said that the proper way to do this would be to place a proposed 
amendment to the Bylaws on the agenda for the next Annual Meeting and after the required notice being 

given to membership, the vote taken. 
 
The question was asked about the Association dues, and the members at the meeting were told that the dues 

were $25 per calendar year. 
 
Jess Brown asked for a motion to close the meeting.  Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Justin Pitts, 

with a second by Virgil Berry.  Motion passed. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

David D. James 
Secretary 
Pineywoods Cattle Registry & Breeders Association, Inc 

 

PCRBA Slate of Officers  

& Directors for 2007 
 

Officers 
 

Jess Brown, President 

183 Sebron Ladner Rd 
Poplarville, MS 39470 
 

Mary McPherson, Vice-
President 
2434 Hwy 53 South 

Poplarville, MS 39470 
 

Julie Brown, Secretary 
183 Sebron Ladner Rd 
Poplarville, MS 39470 
 

Billy Frank Brown 
Board of Directors 
183 Sebron Ladner Rd 
Poplarville, MS 39470 
 

Bruce Conway 
Board of Directors  
Poverty Knob Farm 
287 Daughtry Hill rd 
Richton, MS 39426 
 

Jim McPherson 
Board of Directors 
2434 Hwy 53 South 
Poplarville, MS 39470 
 

Justin B. Pitts 
Board of Directors & Treasurer 
126 Evans Creek Rd 
Ellisville, MS 39437 
 

Support Staff 
 

Dr. Phillip Sponenberg, DVM, 

PhD., Registrar 
Virginia-Maryland Regional 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
Virginia Tech 
Blacksburg, VA 24061 
 

Bonnie Fritz 
Newsletter Editor 
Hudson River Landing Farm 
795 Cape Road 
Carnesville, GA 30521 
bfritz@gsu.edu 
 

Bill Fritz 
Webmaster 
Hudson River Landing Farm 
795 Cape Road 
Carnesville, GA 30521 
wjfritz@mindspring.com 
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