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Numbers of Pineywoods cattle started to decline in the
late 1800's as "improved" breeds from Europe were
brought into the "native" range of the Pineywoods.
Wherever these introduced breeds could tolerate the
environmental conditions they often replaced the
Pineywoods or were crossed with them. This caused a
dramatic and near catastrophic decline in the population
of Pineywoods - they were moving swiftly toward
extinction.

Fortunately a few farsighted families continued to
maintain herds of pure Pineywoods.

One of the major contributing factors to the decline and
eventual extinction of livestock breeds is the large scale
and indiscrimate use of crossbreeding. We must take
care not to change these cattle by allowing
non-purebred or questionable animals into the breed.

The Pineywoods Cattle Registry & Breeders
Association has never had nor ever considered a
"grading up" program using other breeds of cattle as
some breed associations do. Conserving a viable
population of purebred Pineywoods is the best way to
assure survival of the breed

The cattle registered by the Association along with
other verified purebred animals that have been
identified number in the area of one thousand. This
number should be more than adequate to preserve the
breed. Some breeds of livestock have been started with
as few as one hundred foundation animals. .

There is a proper place for crossbreeding in our
conservation program. Crossbreeding can be used
produce sound market animals and can promote the
breed, show its usefulness and possibly attract persons
interested in breeding pure stock.

Some livestock studies have shown that crossbreeds did
not generate higher benefits than the local or "native"
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breed. There is a growing consensus that the most
effective way to conserve breeds of livestock is to
maintain them as a part of the local production system.
The Pineywoods which are so well adapted to adverse
environments might well be more productive than those
other breeds or crossbreeds maintained under the same
conditions and management.

Pineywoods cattle have become what they are not only
because of their ancestry but more importantly because
of the adverse conditions under which they were
developed.

I applaud the efforts of the SVF Foundation and other
like minded organizations that are collecting semen and

embryos for cryogenic storage. This is a very good
insurance policy to help insure the future of the breed.

However we have these cattle in our hands today and
must make a concerted and deliberate effort to preserve
these cattle now. We must give consideration to
measures that will conserve purebred animals in
adequate numbers to insure survival of the breed.

Breeders must develop breeding goals and make
judicious use of the selection process to produce the
desired traits. The strategy most likely to produce long
term success is selection from within the breed.

We must recognize all the beneficial attributes of the
Pineywoods and be diligent in producing high quality
purebred Pineywoods to assure the integrity and
survival of the breed. Their future is in our hands - let
us be good stewards and take advantage of the
opportunity we have to assure that the Pineywoods have
a secure tomorrow.
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